Eastern desert dark sky:
Bortle-1 stargazing 80 km
from any town

Beyond Azraq, the eastern Jordanian desert opens to one of the darkest
reachable skies in the Middle East. No towns within 80 km, no Bedouin glow on
the horizon, and the same desert plate that gave Wadi Rum its dark sky.
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If Wadi Rum is the famous Jordanian stargazing destination, and Rummana is
the high-altitude alternative, the eastern desert beyond Azraq is the secret
one. There is no Bedouin camp here, no formal stargazing programme, no
infrastructure other than a dirt road and the same basalt plain that the Hejaz
Railway once crossed. But there are also no towns within 80 km, no light
pollution, no Bedouin camp glow on the horizon. On a moonless summer night,
the sky is Bortle Class 1 — the darkest classification — and the galactic core
arcs directly overhead with the dark rift visible naked-eye. A self-organised
camping trip into this terrain is the most ambitious stargazing experience in
Jordan.
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1Why the eastern desert sky is special

The Jordanian eastern desert is part of the same arid plate that runs into Iraq
and Saudi Arabia. The population density is extremely low — small Bedouin



settlements connected by the Saudi Arabia border road, and almost nothing
else. From a stargazing perspective, this means:

* No nearby light domes. The closest significant light source is Azraq
(35,000 people, 80 km west). The next closest is the Saudi border post
(small, far). Otherwise nothing.

» Stable atmosphere. Less moisture, less convective turbulence than at
lower altitudes. Better seeing for telescope work.

» Bortle Class 1. The darkest classification on the Bortle scale. The Milky
Way casts a shadow on a moonless night.

The trade-offs: there's no camp, no facilities, no rescue if something goes
wrong. This is a self-organised camping trip, not a packaged stargazing
programme.

2How to get there safely

Three routes work. All require a 4x4, ample water, and a satellite phone or
InReach for emergency communication:

* Azraq - Burqu route. 90 km of paved road from Azraq toward the Burqu
castle ruins. Camp at any pull-off after kilometre 60.

* Mafraq - Saudi border road. Asphalt; camp at desert pull-offs.

* Hire a Bedouin guide. Bedouin operators at Azraq run private 1-2 night
camping trips into the eastern desert. They know the terrain and the safe
camp locations. ~150-250 JD per night including dinner, transport, and
tents.

Don't go solo. The eastern desert is large and largely unpopulated. Travel in a
2-vehicle convoy at minimum, or hire a guided trip.

3Month-by-month target calendar

April-May. Galactic core rises in late evening. Comfortable temperatures (15-
25 °C). Best time for first-time eastern-desert stargazing trips. June-july. Peak
galactic core. Hot during day (40+ °C); nights drop to 22-28 °C. Hydrate
aggressively. August. Perseid meteor shower peaks Aug 12-13. The single
best night of the year here. September. Air clarity peak. Cooler nights (15-22
°C). The autumn alternative to summer. October. Galactic core sets early;
autumn constellations rise. The Orionid meteor shower peaks October 21-22.



November-March. Cold (close to freezing on January nights). Stable, dry
skies. Orion, Auriga, Taurus at zenith. Pack down to a 0 °C sleeping bag.

No towns within 80 km. The Milky Way casts a shadow on a
moonless night.

4Camping in the eastern desert

* Bring everything. Tent, sleeping bag, food, water (5+ litres per person
per day), fuel.

* Don't leave litter. The desert is fragile and the Bedouin community
polices it informally.

* Don't camp on the road. Even at 2 am, occasional Saudi-border traffic
moves through.

 Watch for snakes. Saharan horned vipers are active April-October. Wear
closed shoes around camp.

* No fires without a guide. Bedouin guides know which firewood is
acceptable; solo campers should use a stove.

For solo travellers

Don't go solo. Hire a Bedouin guide or join a 2-vehicle group. The risk of
vehicle breakdown alone is significant.

5Safety + practical tips

* Sat-phone or Garmin InReach. Cellular coverage drops within 30 km of
Azraq.

» Avoid full moon weeks. Even quarter moon washes out the Milky Way.

* Bring water for vehicle radiator as well as for drinking.

» Tell the RSCN office in Azraq your itinerary before you go.

* Check the security situation. The Saudi border area is generally safe
but check with the Tourist Police before any deep-desert trip.



References
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Verified by locals: TBD — this article will be reviewed by an Azrag-based
Bedouin guide and an astrophotographer before final publication. Drafted from

observation experience.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wadi_Rum
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