
Shore snorkel at Tala Bay: the

easiest way to see the Aqaba

reef without a boat

If you don't dive, the same reef wall the divers descend is in 1–3 metres of

water at the shoreline. Snorkel gear hire on the beach, no boat needed, and

Bedouin lunch at the resort café.
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If diving feels like too much commitment, Tala Bay is the answer. Walk into the

shallow water in fins and a mask, swim 50 metres straight out, and the Aqaba

reef wall is suddenly under you — boulder corals, anthias clouds, parrotfish

bigger than your forearm. Most of the colour and most of the species are in the

top 5 metres of water. A snorkeller sees more than they expect, and there's no

boat, no certification, no decompression to think about. Just water, mask, and

the wall right there.
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1Why shore snorkel

The Aqaba reef is fringing reef — it grows directly from the shore rather than

around an offshore atoll. That means the same wall the divers descend at 25

metres starts at 1 metre directly off the shore. The Aqaba Marine Reserve was

established in 1997 within the southern Gulf of Aqaba; Tala Bay sits inside the

reserve.1
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2What you'll see in the shallows

Hard corals. Acropora (table corals) and Pocillopora (cluster corals) —

the reef-builders.

Lyretail anthias. Pink-orange schools that cloud the upper reef.

Snorkellers see the same anthias clouds as divers.

Parrotfish. Bigger than they look in photos. Closer than you expect.

Butterflyfish + angelfish. Single pairs, paired for life.

Picasso triggerfish. Distinctive yellow and blue. Don't get close to

nesting triggerfish — they attack mask straps.

Red Sea anemonefish. Endemic; in anemone clusters at the wall edge.

No certification, no boat. Walk in, swim 50 metres, the reef wall is

right there.

3Beach access + gear hire

Tala Bay is 15 km south of central Aqaba. Three access options:

Berenice Beach Club. Public beach access. Mask + snorkel + fin hire

~10 JD. Lockers and a café on-site.

Tala Bay resort beaches. Several resorts have day-pass options for non-

guests; ~20–30 JD. Includes pool access.

Public access points along the corniche. Free but no gear hire; bring

your own.

For solo travellers

Berenice is the budget option. Lockers, café, gear hire, no day-pass fee.

4Practical tips

Reef-safe sunscreen. Coral-toxic ingredients (oxybenzone, octinoxate)

are banned at most Aqaba reefs — use only labelled reef-safe sunscreen.

Don't touch corals. Even brushing them with a fin can take years to

regrow.

Stay on the surface. Free-diving below 5 m without training is risky.
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Best time of day. Morning (less wind, better visibility) or late afternoon

(warmer water, fewer crowds).

Combine with. The Marine Park walking tour or the Aqaba old town for a

half-day each.

References

Wikipedia — Aqaba (Marine Reserve)

Verified by locals: TBD — this article will be reviewed by an Aqaba dive

operator or marine biologist before final publication. Drafted from Wikipedia.
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